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ANZAC DAY AMENDMENT BILL 2003 
Declaration as Urgent 

On motion by Mr E.S. Ripper (Deputy Premier), resolved -  

That the Anzac Day Amendment Bill 2003 be considered an urgent Bill. 

Second Reading 
Resumed from 4 June. 

MR J.L. BRADSHAW (Murray-Wellington) [8.47 pm]:  The Opposition supports the Bill.  I cannot understand 
why the Bill was not introduced many years ago.  The Bill will allow race meetings to take place on Anzac Day 
when it falls on a Sunday.  It seems strange that such a simple measure could not have been dealt with many 
years ago.  Not many Anzac Days fall on a Sunday, which is why the matter has gone on for so long.   

I am sure that the good people of the Returned and Services League do not see any problems with the legislation.  
When requests were made that race meetings be held on Anzac Days that fell on Sundays, the Anzac Day Trust 
was unable to authorise them because of the law.  In my electorate of Pinjarra in the 1980s people sought 
authority to run a race meeting on a Sunday.  It was nothing to do with Anzac Day.  It was found to be so 
successful that ever since Pinjarra Racing Club has a range of Sunday meetings in its program over the season 
which are very popular with the community.  People often have nothing to do on Sundays and race meetings can 
help fill in the day.  The Pinjarra Racing Club has found that Sundays are popular days for race meetings.  I am 
sure that other country racing clubs in Western Australia are in a similar position and would like to have race 
meetings on Sundays.  If they are prohibited by current law, that is wrong.  People who attend the Anzac Day 
service at Pinjarra have lunch afterwards, but they would not hold back on their support for race meetings. 

Another important aspect of this Bill is that it relaxes the criteria for occasional liquor licences, which are not 
applicable because the current legislation would not allow liquor to be served at race meetings if they were 
allowed to be run.  An important part of going to the races is being able to have a drink.  It is part of the day and 
the social atmosphere and scene.  It is important that this legislation be put in place so that alcohol can be served 
at race meetings held on those days.  As I said, it is a bit strange that this Bill was not brought on sooner.  It was 
just one of those things.  Anzac Day does not often fall on a Sunday, so this legislation did not have high 
priority.  The Opposition wholeheartedly supports the Bill.   

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin) [8.50 pm]:  The National Party also supports this Bill, which will remove a 
legislative restriction on race meetings when Anzac Day falls on a Sunday.  In addition, the reference to fees 
from the occasional liquor licence will be removed and the name of the returned servicemen’s organisation 
updated to the Returned and Services League of Australia WA Branch.   

As the previous speaker said, it is commonsense to allow race meetings to be held on Sundays on which Anzac 
Day falls.  Anzac Day events have increased over the past few years and it is a fantastic day in Australia.  It is 
fantastic that young people seem to be embracing it more than ever.  It is heartening for me to see the number of 
kids who attend the small Anzac Day services in my electorate.  That level of attendance is also represented in 
the bigger marches in larger regional centres and Perth.  Updating this legislation to enable race meetings to be 
held probably falls within the Anzac spirit, which I am pleased to say our younger generation is getting fully 
involved with.  That is great.   

Our country race clubs would welcome the opportunity to hold these race meetings.  I am sure they will hold 
them in the right way and will acknowledge our servicemen and women in the right way.  This will add to the 
spirit of Anzac Day when it falls on a Sunday.  That is what our diggers and service people would want.  I 
understand that the normal requirements will still apply to other sports held on Sundays.  Does this Bill affect 
that situation?  I refer particularly to betting on football matches.  Is there anything in the Bill that could cause 
any problem?   

Mr E.S. Ripper:  I will seek some advice for you.   

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I wondered about that.  Country football played on Sundays starts before one o’clock, so 
the local football clubs do not charge before one o’clock or near to that time without clearing it with the local 
RSL.  That is fine.  The minister might want to check the statement in the second reading speech that occasional 
liquor licences will no longer be relevant.  I have not had a chance to check that.  Does that mean that occasional 
liquor licences will still be granted on Sundays?  If that provision has been removed, there is no problem.  If not, 
we need to make sure that there are no problems with serving alcohol on those days at the appropriate times.  
Once again, that is what our diggers would have wanted.   

I stress again that this is a good move.  We should always stay vigilant to ensure that these events show proper 
respect for all that Anzac Day represents.  It is an opportunity to further promote Anzac Day, which has become 
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a major event.  That is very important.  The young people who go to Gallipoli each year are certainly evidence of 
that.  We have a real opportunity.  We talk about youth quite a lot and people tend to say that there are many 
problems with our youth.  In the main our youth are fantastic.  The Anzac spirit shown by them is much better 
than that shown in my day.  They understand it better and it means a lot to them.  This is another way to enhance 
that.  The National Party supports the Bill. 

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont - Deputy Premier) [8.54 pm]:  I thank the Opposition and National Party members 
for their comments on the legislation.  When this proposal first arrived for my consideration last year, I was 
concerned.  Anzac Day is a very important day and I wanted to be assured that the RSL and other veterans’ 
organisations were comfortable with the proposal.  I have received advice that both the RSL and the Western 
Australian Turf Club are happy with the proposed change.  It is a relatively small piece of legislation that 
corrects something that could have been a problem.  Anzac Day falls on a Sunday next year and a situation could 
have developed in which the usual race meetings held on Anzac Day might not have been held.  I am advised 
that all stakeholders think this is a reasonable change to make and that it should be made in time for Anzac Day 
2004.   

I acknowledge the comments of the two members who have spoken in support of Anzac Day.  It is an important 
day and it is receiving more and more public recognition.  That is a good thing.  I am particularly impressed by 
the new tradition that seems to have developed of a backpacker pilgrimage to Gallipoli in Turkey.  That can give 
people who have served in wars overseas confidence that their sacrifices will not be forgotten by subsequent 
generations.   

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a second time, proceeded through remaining stages without debate, and transmitted to the Council. 
 


